Women’s Lives Beyond the Checkpoint in Palestine by Griffiths M & Repo J
Women’s Lives Beyond the
Checkpoint in Palestine
Mark Griffiths , and Jemima Repo
School of Geography, Politics and Sociology, Newcastle University, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK;
mark.griffiths@ncl.ac.uk, jemima.repo@ncl.ac.uk
Abstract: This article brings women to the fore of a discussion of checkpoints in
Palestine to understand better the ways that Palestinian women’s lives—even as they
may not regularly cross checkpoints—are affected by Israeli security infrastructure. Draw-
ing on fieldwork near Checkpoint 300 between Bethlehem and Jerusalem, we examine
women’s lives in the context of a gendered system of permits and the nearby check-
point that makes men’s days of labour both long and exhausting, a fact that has pro-
found effects on the family home in terms of restricted mobilities and the division of
domestic labour. The article thus builds an account of checkpoints that: (1) situates
women’s everyday lives in Palestine in the context of Israel’s military occupation; (2)
extends the temporality of checkpoints beyond the checkpoint itself; and, therefore, (3)
enables an understanding of the effects of borders beyond the immediate space of the
border.
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In this paper we focus on the ways that checkpoints in Palestine affect the lives of
women “beyond the checkpoint”. Specifically, we refer to the thousands of Pales-
tinian women whose husbands travel through checkpoints as labourers with an
Israeli Civil Administration-issued permit that depends on the man’s status as a
married parent. By Israel’s logic, these family ties render the men less terroristic—
that is, less likely to risk death or detention—as they endure the punitive com-
mute to provide low-wage labour for Israel’s growing economy. The commute
through checkpoints is characterised by restless crowds, the constant threat of
violence and severe delays that mean long absences from the home. As a too
often over-looked corollary, the permit requirement of “married parent” status
determines that for every man who passes through the over-crowded check-
points, there is a woman and at least one child “left home” to deal with the
domestic labour on which the man’s wage labour—and by extension, the Israeli
economy—depends. Just as, therefore, men’s mobility is restricted and regulated
by the checkpoint, so too is women’s participation in familial, cultural and eco-
nomic life. The difference is that the effects of checkpoints on men’s lives are
more visible and more widely documented, while women’s lives are affected in
the less visible spaces “beyond the checkpoint”. Our objective in this article is
thus to bring women to the fore of a discussion of Israeli checkpoints in Palestine
to better understand the ways that Palestinian women’s lives—even as they may
not regularly cross checkpoints—are affected by Israeli security infrastructure.
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A Radical Journal
of Geography
Checkpoint infrastructure in the West Bank, especially around large urban cen-
tres such as Nablus, Ramallah and Bethlehem, has become a primary technology
of the occupation of Palestine. Around these cities, larger checkpoint “termi-
nals”—Huwara, Qalandia and Checkpoint 300, respectively—have become key
sites in the control of Palestinians’ movement within the West Bank and to Jerusa-
lem and Israel. During the mornings, each of these terminals is packed with thou-
sands of male labourers1 (each of them married with one or more children)2 who
hold “8-hour” permits that allow them to complete a day’s work in Jerusalem or
Israel before returning home in the evening. Meanwhile, in the cities and periph-
eries of Nablus, Ramallah and Bethlehem, the men’s wives and children go about
their daily lives in the absence of husbands and fathers. This fact qualifies a large
amount of existing knowledge of checkpoints. For instance, a mature body of lit-
erature has formed around empirical issues of im/mobility (Baumann 2016; Harker
2009b; Peteet 2017; Tawil-Souri 2012), in/discipline (Kotef and Amir 2011) and
violence (Mansbach 2009; Razack 2010; Rijke and Minca 2019) at checkpoints,
and theoretical work has drawn on the perspectives of liberalism and mobility
(Kotef 2015), security and territoriality (Brown 2014), biopolitics (Griffiths and
Repo 2018; Pallister-Wilkins 2016) and exception (Boano and Marten 2013; Par-
sons and Salter 2008), but women remain somewhat at the margins of scholarly
work on checkpoints.
Where women are brought into research, insightful analyses reveal checkpoints
as spaces of women’s discrimination (Braverman 2011), survival (Hammami 2015,
2019), coping (Rijke and Minca 2018) and/or resistance (Richter-Devroe 2011).
From this we learn how the crowds, violence and security checks that constitute
the space of the checkpoint can, for instance, deter women from crossing
—“especially traditional Muslim women ... [who] refrain from direct physical con-
tact with male strangers” (Braverman 2011:278)—but also present a setting
where women exert political agency, “negotiat[ing] the everyday ontologies of
collective suffering” to make crossing more bearable for themselves and fellow
commuters (Hammami 2015:7). Across this work, scholars elaborate on the
important fact that checkpoints are spaces of both control and contestation in
ways that are specific to women. This is most clearly accentuated in research con-
centrated on women’s pregnant and birthing bodies (e.g. Ghanim 2008; Giaca-
man et al. 2007; Long 2006; Shalhoub-Kevorkian 2015) to discuss checkpoints in
the context of access to health provision and reproductive rights. Nadera Shal-
houb-Kevorkian’s (2015:1195) work in this area is of particular significance for the
ways that women are targeted by Israeli practices of surveillance and aggression
inside checkpoints that form part of a wider “social geography of horror”. This
spatial extension is significant for the fact that, as Shalhoub-Kevorkian
(2015:1196) demonstrates, the gravely unjust logics of Israeli security infrastruc-
ture connect to “home space”, “produc[ing] new social arrangements of family
roles”. The potential consequences are profound: women’s everyday lives, their
reproductive choices, health and wellbeing, social and political standing are each
affected by the constricted mobilities maintained by Israel’s infrastructure of per-
mits and checkpoints in Palestine.
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The research presented here is focused on proximity to border infrastructure
and complements this existing work by retaining focus on women and check-
points and extending analysis to the less visible spaces of the home and commu-
nity. The discussion is based on fieldwork in Al-Walaja, a village in the Bethlehem
Governorate that is close to the Separation Wall (see Joronen 2019) and Check-
point 300, one of the largest in the West Bank (see Griffiths and Repo 2018; Rijke
and Minca 2018, 2019). In a 12-month period between 2018 and 2019 we were
fortunate to work with the Women’s Group in the village who facilitated research
activities concentrated on the ways that Checkpoint 300 affects their daily lives,
even though none of them passed through with any frequency. The focus of the
fieldwork was on women’s lives in the context of a gendered system of permits
and the nearby checkpoint that makes men’s days of labour both long and
exhausting, a fact that has effects on the family home and social reproduction. In
discussion of this context, we provide an evidence-based account of the extended
spaces and temporalities of security infrastructure that makes specific conceptual
contributions to three inter-related areas of geographical scholarship. First, we
present a feminist perspective on Israel’s military occupation to evidence relation-
ships between geopolitical security infrastructure and the everyday (Hyndman
2004; Koopman 2011; Massaro and Williams 2013). Specifically, by discussing
checkpoints through the everyday lives of women, we make visible the effects of
geopolitical formations that are otherwise contained within the intimate spaces of
the home (Brickell 2012; Pain 2014; Pain and Staeheli 2014). A second and com-
plementary contribution relates to the growing literatures, especially in the field
of anthropology, that orientate around the notion of “occupation time” (Meneley
2008) or “checkpoint time” (Tawil-Souri 2017) to analyse Israel’s “weaponisation”
of Palestinians’ temporal rhythms as part of “state domination over the minutia of
daily life” (Peteet 2017:139–168). These spatial and temporal broadenings articu-
late with a third specific contribution where we engage in an “attempt to sepa-
rate the border from the wall” (Mezzadra and Neilson 2013:8) by drawing focus
on the effects of checkpoints beyond territorial demarcations (Amoore 2006; Bal-
ibar 2002).
The article proceeds in four sections. In the first we provide details of the meth-
ods used in the research before presenting two key ways that the women related
the effects of checkpoints on their lives: the ordering of routine and the preva-
lence of exhaustion, anger and frustration. The second and third sections focus
on routine and exhaustion respectively to work towards the objective of providing
a feminist understanding of the temporal and spatial relations between the check-
point and the home. The discussion in the second section considers women’s
daily routines in relation to checkpoint opening times, delays and crowdedness,
and the third section is focused on the exhaustion, anger and frustration that pass
between the checkpoint and the family home. We thus build an account of
checkpoints that: (1) situates women’s everyday lives in Palestine in the context
of Israel’s military occupation; (2) extends the temporality of checkpoints well
beyond waiting in queue for ID checks and interrogation; and therefore, (3)
enables an understanding of the effects of borders beyond the immediate space
of the border. The fourth section explicates these main contributions of the
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research and concludes with the ways that future research in Palestine and
beyond can further engage with the obscured effects of security infrastructure on
women’s lives under military occupation.
Al-Walaja and Checkpoint 300
Like all towns and villages in Palestine, Al-Walaja is affected by checkpoints and
restricted movement. The village is split down the middle by the Jerusalem
Masterplan and suffers regular enclosure, building restrictions and housing demo-
lition (Joronen 2019). The illegal Israeli settlement of Har Gilo, with its distinctive
red roofs and manicured gardens, looks over the village while a section of the
Separation Wall cuts off many of Al-Walaja’s families from their agricultural land.
Checkpoint 300 is built into another section of the Wall and is situated 3.4 km
away on the Hebron Road that runs north to Jerusalem. A majority of Al-Walaja’s
men work on the other side of the wall and thus hold the so-called “8-hour” per-
mits that allow passage through Checkpoint 300. Such permits are refused for a
number of reasons: involvement in union activity; dismissal from an Israeli com-
pany; arrest or imprisonment; or being too young (under 30), too old (over 50),
unmarried and/or childless. As we mention at the outset, our interest here is in
the gendered implications of these final two conditions that mean, in effect, for a
man to pass through Checkpoint 300 for a day of work, he must necessarily leave
a wife and at least one child behind. The question then arises that, given the con-
ditions of checkpoint crossings, how does this affect the women’s lives? It is
around this question that we based inquiry.
Fieldwork began with a meeting with a member of the Women’s Group in Al-
Walaja, Lamees,3 to co-design a number of questions on women’s lives in relation
to but beyond the checkpoint. Lamees was then engaged as a paid Research
Assistant to carry out interviews, mostly by herself but other times accompanied
by a second Research Assistant, Tariq. Tariq transcribed and translated the Arabic
recordings of the interviews.4 The research was designed this way in recognition
that as two European “outsiders” it might not be appropriate—or effective—for
us to ask questions directly on people’s home lives. In all, the study included in-
depth interviews with 12 women as well as two focus groups at the end of the
process where the authors were able to ask follow-up questions. The women’s
ages range from 28 to 50, all of them are married with two to six children and
none of them cross the checkpoint with any frequency; most of their crossings
are made to attend medical appointments and for iftar (prayer), typically on Fri-
days during Ramadan when security checks for women are relaxed. The women
know each other as members of the Women’s Group and its workshop that aims,
through collective participation, to strengthen social unity by cultivating village
land and upcycling wood and plastic into furniture and other objects.5 The
Group’s profile continues to grow through links to international development
agencies and an emerging internet presence,6 and it has become a crucial collec-
tive for the expression of political agency that coheres with a long tradition of
women’s activism and resistance in Palestine (see e.g. Peteet 1991; Richter-Devroe
2018; Shalhoub-Kevorkian 2009). As Suad, one of the women in the Women’s
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Group, instructed us during fieldwork: “don’t write about [only] victims, we want
a story told and [political] change”.
Lamees is a prominent member of the Group while Tariq is related to one of
the Group’s facilitators; this helped build trust between the women and us.
Lamees’ role was therefore crucial, particularly for the fact that she was able to
pose thought-provoking questions, as one interviewee Suad explicated: “when
Lamees did the interview about checkpoints I realised the events and troubles we
face together with the husbands, it’s like discovering something that is daily hap-
pening to women here”. For Lamees herself, the process of co-creating the ques-
tions enthused her—“I realised how the questions were, for the first time,
specifically about woman, not only about men crossing checkpoints”—and served
to highlight just how normalised the gendered effects of the checkpoint and
occupation: “some of the women I interviewed did not realise the size of the
responsibilities they have to handle everyday [and] ... it helped to share”. Aside
this paper, our commitment to the Women’s Group is to produce a non-aca-
demic article in Arabic written with Tariq along with infographics to be used in
the Group’s advocacy work both in Palestine and internationally. We provide
these methodological details as evidence of an attempt at more ethical research
that facilitates a meaningful participation of participants (Pain 2004) and recog-
nises research positionalities within formations of power (Griffiths 2017b).
As is indicated even from the brief excerpts from Lamees and Suad, a central
theme for the women was the fact that the checkpoint increases their responsibili-
ties in the family home. The checkpoint is constantly overcrowded and passing
through is an unpredictable process that can take from 45 minutes to two hours.
The men therefore leave the house in the very early hours and return late, as
Hayam told us:
My husband wakes up at 2am and leaves home for the checkpoint at 3am. He gets
there around 3.15am or 3.30am when of course the checkpoint is already horrible.
People are on top of each other, the workers push each other—it’s really over-
crowded. And of course the checkpoint is sometimes closed by the soldiers and won’t
be opened to make things easier for people. The soldiers check all details and many
workers get delayed and get to work late, all the time they are held in a packed
place.
And summarised with some details of how time in the home is restricted:
He leaves at 3am and it takes until 6am for him to be able to pass through, he gets
to work at 7am and works until 4pm and gets back home by 7pm. He comes home
and barely has time to eat and go to sleep, he has no time to spend at home or do
anything other than going to work and coming back, most of his time is wasted on
trying to get to work and trying to come home.
For Hayam’s husband this makes for a four-hour commute in the morning and a
two-hour return (on return, checkpoint checks are either not carried out or less
stringent) that adds six hours to an already-exhausting day of labour as a welder
on a construction site. Other cases were similarly time-consuming such as that of
Randa’s husband who takes “three and a half hours to reach his work in Tel Aviv,
Women’s Lives Beyond the Checkpoint in Palestine 5
ª 2020 The Authors. Antipode published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd on behalf of Antipode Foundation Ltd.
and three and a half back”. Before the construction of the wall this would take
around an hour by car. The “lost time”, Randa noted, has a consequence: “he
leaves when his children are sleeping, and he comes back when they are sleeping
again”. An important question thus became: how are women’s routines affected
by the long hours spent by men in checkpoints? This is the theme around which
we structure discussion below in section two: routine.
A second prominent theme came from the fact that as the checkpoint dictates
the rhythms of family lives in Al-Walaja, it also impresses on physical and emo-
tional endurance. That is, the checkpoint does not simply “steal” or order time
(Peteet 2017), it imposes a quality to the way time is passed: checkpoints exhaust
the energy of people, often leaving them tired, angry and frustrated. Tala expli-
cated this clearly when describing her husband’s crossing:
It is exhausting for him to wake up so early. He is a worker, he will work all day but
before [working] he has to pass the checkpoint. It’s always over-crowded and it affects
him physically, once he came home with a broken rib because of the pushing and
squeezing. Of course he gets angry ... he wakes up early and goes into the over-
crowded place with gates and inspections, this affects him at work and affects him
when he comes home, because he is angry at home too ... He is tired emotionally,
and for us we remain uncertain about his day, don’t know if he passed, how is day
went, so it’s emotionally difficult for us too.
In this example, Tala clarifies the different ways in which the checkpoint takes its
toll on husbands, wives and children. It is not only that activities are fixed to cer-
tain hours of the day, it is that those hours at home are marked, as are the men’s
hours in the checkpoint, by “uncertain” and “emotionally difficult” absence/wait-
ing. On this theme, Amani exclaimed: “I wish my husband would get a job that’s
closer to home” for the reason: “so we can see him more often and spend time
together ... because this is very exhausting, waiting for him every day to come
home until even 9pm depending on the checkpoint that day”. An important
question thus became: how do the over-crowded and exhausting conditions of
the checkpoint affect the lives of women? This is the theme around which we
structure discussion below in section three: exhaustion, anger and frustration.
In the following two sections we elaborate on the two prominent themes high-
lighted so far—to do with long and tiring crossings through an overcrowded
checkpoint—in a discussion of the ways that the daily lives of Palestinian women
are affected by Israeli security infrastructure.
Checkpoint Times, Women’s Routines
On the question of daily routines, the women were very clear on the checkpoint’s
prominence in their lives. Despite rarely crossing it, three of them—Amani, Karima
and Suad—described Checkpoint 300 using the word “eib” ( عبء ) or “burden”,
while others elaborated on the social roles and domestic responsibilities it imposes
on them: “I cover for the husband and the wife at the same time” (Randa); “I
alone have to deal with everything” (Hayam); “now everything is on me to do as
a woman” (Hanan). This was a main topic of conversation during fieldwork and
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one that revealed the ways that women’s days are, just like their husbands’, tied
to checkpoint times. For instance, Amani summarised her daily activities thus:
My husband wakes up at 4am and I wake up with him to prepare for work. After he
leaves I start working in the house, cleaning, readying the children for school, prepar-
ing food before they come back, cooking [again] for my husband when he comes
home late. My children want to eat at a certain time and he comes home late, so I
prepare the meals twice. We don’t usually have our meals together because of his
lateness.
What is notable here is the way that gendered divisions of wage labour and par-
enting are exacerbated by the checkpoint; because of the 4am start and late
return, Amani wakes earlier, looks after the children longer and cooks more often.
Suad, one of the younger women in the group, provided a similar account, add-
ing more detail on her daily activities:
On a Friday at least, we can sleep until 8am or 9am but on a week day my husband
goes to work very early in the morning, sometimes before dawn prayer [4–4.30am].
An hour or two after he leaves, I wake my children to get ready to go to school. I
make them breakfast and I take them to school and I take my daughter to university.
I work around the house all day and tend to the garden. If I have work to do at the
Women’s Group or the village council, I go to do that for a couple of hours. Then I
come home to prepare food for my children before they come back. They used to
wait for their father to eat together but these days he comes home later because of
the checkpoint. While we wait for him, I or my [older] daughter help the children with
homework and I prepare his food for when he gets back around 7pm or sometimes
8pm. He eats, sits with us for half an hour then goes to sleep for work again the next
morning. I make sure there’s some breakfast ready. This is our daily life.
Suad’s account adds to that of Amani by revealing a connection between her hus-
band’s absence, routine and the reproduction of gender roles where her daughter
is called on to make up an amount of the deficit in domestic labour. This is con-
trasted with Fridays, a day of no checkpoint or work for him and therefore a less-
ened burden for her because tasks can be shared or undertaken without
orientation to the times of the checkpoint and wage labour. In both cases, Suad’s
and Amani’s daily lives are consistent with those of all of the women we inter-
viewed: their routines are modulated by the times kept by their husbands’ early
mornings in the checkpoint and late evening returns home.
The women’s responsibility for social reproduction thus increases to cover for
the reduced contributions from men. For instance, Hanan said “I clean our house,
I go shopping, cook, pay electricity bills. Everything that involves the house, I’m
responsible for, there’s no other way ...”, while Hayam explained “I have to deal
with family duties alone, we can’t share responsibilities [so] I have to organise all
family issues, house requirements, deal with the children ...”. The checkpoint pre-
vents a more even distribution of domestic labour between wives and husbands
by leaving men little or no time to participate in family life. Randa formulated this
most clearly when she talked about stepping into different roles: “because he’s
away a lot and so tired at home ... the responsibilities that my husband should
do but can’t are fulfilled by me. I cover for the husband and the wife at the same
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time!” This includes, Randa continues, “responsibilities for the children like help-
ing them study, taking them for medical visits, I even look after his in-laws—all
these responsibilities are now on me”. As Hayam put it: “there’s no other way ...
we can’t share responsibilities”. To be clear, we do not claim that were there no
permits and checkpoints, domestic labour would be shared equally. This would
be to deny the familiar cultural norms (in Palestine and across the world) to do
with women’s roles in the home. But it is also clear that the men’s enforced
absence and tired presence exacerbates the gendered division of labour. It thus
serves to remember that Palestinian women, in common with other colonised
women (Griffiths 2018; Spivak 1988), face two main formations of patriarchy:
“not only its ‘own’ immediate patriarchy but also to that of the occupier” and
that “Israel has a long history of exploiting, violating and exacerbating already
uneven gender relations within the Occupied Territories” (Griffiths and Joronen
2019:165).
The checkpoint in this way is implicated in a gendered ordering of routine
where women’s invisible labour is tethered to the crowds and delays that necessi-
tate rising at dawn and staggered evening meal times. The hours in between are
filled with the responsibilities that both wife and husband would carry out if both
were able to be more present. Women are thus keenly situated within the tempo-
ralities of the checkpoint, even as they rarely cross it. We might, then, fit women
more surely into consideration of what Anne Meneley (2008:20–21) has termed
“occupation time” where Palestinians are subordinated to the exigencies of the
Israeli colonial project that “steals time” (Peteet 2017:139–168) via the slowness
of “checkpoint time” (Tawil-Souri 2017) and the convoluted bureaucracies of
“slow-motion government” (Joronen 2017). The notion of “occupation time”
enables an articulation of the relations between time and power to complement
spatial analysis of occupation with a recognition of the temporal dimension of
borders and enclosure in Palestine (Parizot 2009:20). Nowhere is this more readily
and spectacularly visible than in the space of the checkpoint, where “the manipu-
lation of time”—via enforced over-crowdedness, delays and immobility—is an
integral mechanism of discipline (Griffiths and Repo 2018:22), or time, as an
“artefact of power”, is “weaponised” towards the “colonial domination over the
minutia of everyday life” (Peteet 2017:139). Israel’s domination over the Pales-
tinian population in this way is most usually thought of inside the checkpoint, the
primary site of ordering routine and enforced waiting (Tawil-Souri 2017). Implic-
itly, because of their absence from this space, especially at busy periods, women
are thus excluded or at least marginalised from the analytical category of occupa-
tion time and concomitant practices of representation. As Suad, Amani, Hanan,
Randa and Hayam demonstrate above, however, checkpoint time extends beyond
the space of the checkpoint into the towns and villages that surround security
infrastructure with highly gendered effects that shape women’s roles in family
and domestic settings.
“Checkpoint/occupation time” in this sense can be set within longer histories
of the broader reorganisation of women’s lives in terms of routines and roles in
contemporary Palestine. On this, Julie Peteet (2005:89) has tracked a shift in the
organisation of women’s days where in pre-1948 Palestine “women’s time had
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been organised around agricultural labour and the production of consumable
foodstuffs and household management and childrearing”, the introduction of
mass education meant that “women’s daily routines were now heavily shaped by
schooling”. Peteet (2005:89) argues: “mass education’s temporal rhythms reaf-
firmed and reproduced gendered inequality. Mothers drew upon elder daughters’
labour to meet the needs of the younger children for an education”. Exactly this
dynamic is evident above—especially where Suad’s older daughter is required to
help with care of her younger siblings—except with the important addition that it
is not only the temporal demands of schooling that order familial roles, it is also
the demand on time placed by the checkpoint security infrastructure that orders
the women’s (and their daughters’) daily rhythms. This perspective further nuan-
ces a fuller integration of women into the notion of “occupation time”, it recog-
nises checkpoints as one more facet of women’s struggles against patriarchal
formations that emerge from and are intensified by Israel’s occupation. In every
sense, therefore, the home is a site of geopolitical fallout where the distinction
between politics and Politics collapses and the practices of segregation at the Wall
and in the checkpoint are fully felt in intimate familial space (Brickell 2012; Harker
2009a, 2011).
We might extend this further by bringing together the significance of waiting
in Palestine more widely and its prevalence in the daily lives of the women in Al-
Walaja. The women, even as they work and carry out their responsibilities, are
also given to waiting—for news of a safe passage in the morning, for updates on
the working day on the other side of the Wall and for safe return in the evening
that marks the start of brief and precious family time. This waiting, as Amani outli-
nes, is not a passive process but “very exhausting, waiting for him every day to
come home until even 9pm depending on the checkpoint that day”. Tala talked
about this aspect of her day too, commenting: “for us [me and the kids] we
remain uncertain about his day, don’t know if he passed, how his day went, so
it’s emotionally difficult for us too”. Tala thus touches on a prominent theme in
analyses of power-relations in Israel-Palestine in which waiting is evoked as some-
thing of a constitutive element of “the Palestinian experience” of time in which
Palestinians are, as Leila El-Haddad (2009) writes eloquently:
... this is what the Palestinian does: we wait. For an answer to be given, for a question
to be asked; for a marriage proposal to be made, for a divorce to be finalised; for a
border to open, for a permit to be issued; for a war to end; for a war to begin; for a
child to be born; for one to die a martyr; for retirement or a new job; for exile to a
better place and for return to the only place that knows us; for our prisoners to come
home; for our homes to no longer be prisons; for our children to be free; for freedom
from a time when we no longer have to wait.
Waiting is tracked in a range of writing from its invocation in spaces of hope
(Joronen and Griffiths 2019b) to cases where “waiting, with the body in pro-
longed stasis, publicly performs and displays state domination” over Palestinian
people (Peteet 2017:139). The present cases open analysis to the not-so-public,
to the instances of waiting behind doors as they connect to the more public or
visible waiting that is noted in current research. We might therefore juxtapose the
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present accounts with existing scholarly work on waiting in checkpoints. For
instance, Helga Tawil-Souri’s (2017:398) evocative writing on “checkpoint time”
describes how “[the workers] arrive early because there is no knowing how long
—or if—one will get through the checkpoint. They have no control over their
time: they do not know if they will get to work on time (if at all) and must wait
for their return to come through the turnstile, into the corridor, and through the
next turnstiles”.
Aside this temporal arrangement inside the checkpoint, there is a correspond-
ing arrangement outside where women must also wake early and fulfil responsibil-
ities, preparing breakfasts, attending to children, looking after the home and so
forth—while somehow also waiting for safe return of their husbands. Tawil-Souri
(2017:399–400) argues convincingly that in the checkpoint, Palestinians learn “to
accept that their fate and time is not under their control ... [that] power is not
simply exerted in forcing people to wait; it is also in having them stay put” as
they are stuck in the corridors between checkpoints. For the women of Al-Walaja,
they too, in important ways, “stay put” and await a safe passage, but the passage
is not theirs and their waiting is done while carrying significant burden of social
reproduction. It must therefore be recalled that for every wait—whether at a Civil
Administration office, checkpoint or police station—there is a less visible expectant
at a destination: a prospective host, a friend—a wife and children. Occupation-
time-as-waiting occurs too in these more private domains and is one, if we take
the words of Amani, Suad, Tala and others, that is no less burdensome or stress-
ful. This indicates that the women’s lives are not only connected to the temporal-
ity—or duration—of the checkpoint but also to the qualitative effects—or
endurance—of crossing that is most widely reported as exhaustion, anger and frus-
tration. It is to this matter that we turn attention in the following section.
Bringing the Checkpoint Home
The discussion in this section is focused on how the over-crowded conditions of
the checkpoint affect the lives of women. Specifically, we examine the ways that
exhaustion, anger, frustration and so forth are carried from the checkpoint itself
into the intimate spaces of home and family life. This focus is spurred by the
women’s consistent reporting that their husbands’ use of the checkpoint corre-
sponds to a noticeable change in demeanour. Suad, for instance, talked about
“before and after getting a permit”:
... lately my husband has become an angry person. He wasn’t an angry man [before]
but with all the pressure and the exhaustion between work and the checkpoint, he
has become more angry and short-tempered. Before, he was a calm and patient per-
son but nowadays with the checkpoint and work, he is angry around the house.
The women spoke carefully on this subject and the detrimental effects the men’s
long days in the checkpoint have on the emotional exchanges in their house-
holds. Lamees reflected on this aspect of conducting the interviews as the “most
difficult part” where the women had a “hard time answering and talking about
[the husband’s] relationship in the family when he comes back home from work
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... most of the women felt shy talking about this”. Cognisant of this, we discuss
the ways that the oppressive conditions of the checkpoint enter the home in a
manner that we hope conveys sensitivity and respect.
It is a common incidence for the women’s husbands to return home from the
day in the checkpoint and at work in a markedly agitated state. For instance, Tala
shared that “he wakes up very early and goes into that overcrowded place ... this
affects him when he comes home—he’s angry at home too”, and Hanan (quite
starkly) conveyed that “my husband never comes back happy, ever. He always
stresses about the checkpoint ... delays, inspections, crowds—or, in the worst
cases, ‘this guy suffocated and died or got hit and died’”. For Hanan’s husband,
she explicates, “the checkpoint has become a nightmare”. With no exception,
this “nightmarish” quality—one documented also in Shalhoub-Kevorkian’s
(2015:1201) study of pregnant women as “the emotional residue of [the] daily
experience of fear, which seeps into the very mind and body of the subject”—car-
ried consequences for all of the women in the study where the checkpoint and its
conditions have traceable effects on return home. This connection is readily
detectable in the words of Nariman who shared that “[the checkpoint] affects his
mentality, if it’s crowded he comes home angry”, continuing: “if it is particularly
bad, he is irritated ... and projects his frustration at everyone in the house”. Nari-
man, like Suad, Tala and Hanan above, references the checkpoint’s general
impact on demeanour but makes a more explicit figuring of the checkpoint as
regulator of men’s moods where, put simply, when its “bad” in the corridors and
turnstiles, anger, irritation and so forth are heightened also in the home.
The story is not, however, a narrow one of only men’s altered moods because
of the checkpoint. The women spoke also of how the crowdedness and levels of
checks carried out by military personnel in the checkpoint have a direct bearing
on their own emotional lives. Karima presented a particularly clear example of this
when she explained that part of her and her husband’s morning routine includes
“calls from other workers [already] at the checkpoint who warn him about how
crowded it is” and when it is crowded “we both have to get up an hour earlier
than usual so he will not be late for work”. “Because of this”, and significantly,
Karima makes clear, “often I don’t get enough sleep, it makes me feel exhausted
for the rest of the day—I don’t have time for a nap”. It is not only, then, that the
checkpoint dictates the times that Karima wakes, cleans and cooks, it is also a key
referent for her own daily state of mind. In this way, and in important ways, there
is a strong contingence between the workers’ fatigue and her own. Karima
expanded:
For him, he’s physically exhausted, because he wakes up early and goes to work for
long hours ... It makes me also feel nervous and worried about him. Because of lack
of sleep I get tired and short-tempered more than usual. I would like to rest and sleep
but there is no time for it, because you have to keep up with housework responsibili-
ties.
This is significant for the fact that such nervousness, worry, tiredness and short-
temperedness ordinarily goes unnoticed. Women such as Karima are not included
in the extensive work that orientates around the “profound anxiety” of
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checkpoint queues, turnstiles and security staff (Khalidi 2010:1–2), yet her testi-
mony emphasises that she is—in an obviously profound way—affectively drawn
into the conditions of the checkpoint itself.
The women talked further about how bad days in the checkpoint are noticeable
in the house, and a particular concern is the effects on their children. For
instance, Hayam’s four children, she recounted, are not able to receive the atten-
tion they would in “a more normal situation”. This is because “[her husband]
always feels nervous and angry because he has no time to rest” and that this “af-
fects family life in a negative way; so even if I have trouble with one of the kids I
can’t discuss it with him because he will have a nervous or angry reaction”. In a
similar dynamic, Lamees related that her husband “really tries” to remain awake
after work despite being over-tired: “he stays up with the kids to make them feel
he’s here but he [can] get angry, even for small things you’ll find him screaming
and angry”. Lamees expands further: “it depends on the day, when he’s feeling
good, it’s the perfect family. But when he comes back home angry, the kids avoid
even talking to him and are scared of doing anything that might annoy him”.
Particularly noteworthy here is that, in a similar way to Nariman, Tala and Suad
above, Lamees positions the checkpoint’s crowdedness (and a long day at work)
as a regulator of mood and, in turn, a regulator of emotional exchanges with chil-
dren in the home: “when he has holiday and no work, he is mentally comfort-
able. He is the one who’s excited to go out and take the kids, and see people or
go on a hike. But on a working and checkpoint day, if anybody speaks to him
and he’s angry, it’s a tough situation”.
Lamees said she understood why this happened and, like many of the women,
expressed a sympathetic position. This is echoed in the words of Karima that we
include here also as an important corrective to emphasise that the men do not
come home consumed by any one emotion (such as anger) but are entangled in
a swirl of feelings that, as Karima eloquently put it, includes a deep sadness:
When he comes home late he’s not only exhausted because of the long hours he’s
been away from the family, but he’s also upset that he didn’t see his children before
leaving for work or after coming home. Because he comes home after the kids sleep-
ing hour, he’s tired and sad. It’s true that he’s angry because of our living conditions
[and] because of work but [he’s] also really sad. He keeps trying to make it easier but
life doesn’t work this way.
The source of Karima’s husband’s sadness, not seeing their children, was cited by
all of the women as a main concern, and one that has detrimental effects on their
upbringing. Typically, men’s absence was so prolonged that time with children
was short and sometimes tense, Amani provided an illustrative example:
It has a big impact on them. The children don’t know their father, they don’t under-
stand what he wants, and he doesn’t understand what they need. For example, if he’s
angry, the children don’t understand why. There is no time for them to ask why he’s
angry and there is no time for him to ask his children about their day, their problems,
about their school, and what they did today. There is no time for that because he
only wants to eat, shower and go to bed. He is already stressed about the next day.
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The claim here that the father–children relationship has broken down, suggesting
that the stress and exhaustion of the checkpoint continues through the evening
and straining bonds between family members. It also suggests that the produc-
tion of anxious subjects through security infrastructure extends once again to chil-
dren, thus implicating the checkpoint/occupation in the inter-generational
reproduction of stressed subjects.
Reflecting on their own relationships with their children, the women spoke of
parallel dynamics where “pressure and stress”, as Karima put it in the following
quote, is also present in mother–children relationships:
I feel more responsible because I have to care for the kids who should not feel like
there is anything wrong. I feel pressure, I’m always under stress. I should not get
angry but internally I’m angry and stressed out. But I should not show that to my chil-
dren and relatives. I have to act calm and try my best not to raise my voice at home,
and not to project my stress on my kids ... it’s just too much pressure any mother
should have to deal with.
Karima’s words here convey the sense that she is suffering for having to continu-
ally “act calm” even as her considerable responsibilities threaten to overwhelm.
This internal conflict was referenced too by Hayam: “he’s always nervous and
angry [and] this affects our life in a negative way; if I have a trouble with one of
the kids I can’t discuss it with him because he will always have a nervous reac-
tion”. The sense here is that Hayam must also “act calm” and not add family
problems to security anxieties for fear of “nervous reactions”. There is a sense too
that marital relations might become strained, as Amani reflected on this sensitive
topic:
I feel a lot of pressure and stress because of the extra responsibilities. I have to deal
with all of it on my own because my husband is absent at work all day ... then when
he comes home late, he’s stressed, and I’ve had a long day [too] and I’m also
stressed, this creates problems between us, and we don’t know how to deal with
them ... there’s no time for you to spend together, to talk about problems. So you
postpone talking and problems pile up ...
For Amani, like Karima and Hayam, there is a foreboding tone to their words, a
feeling that pressure is building with no readily perceptible release. This evidences
a contingency between the embodied impositions of the checkpoints—spoken of
mostly in terms of exhaustion, anger, frustration and so forth—and emotional
exchanges in the intimate spaces of the home. Caught within these exchanges,
the women’s relations with their children, husbands and even to themselves (in
the imperative to “act calm”) are therefore also shaped by the over-crowded and
oppressive conditions of the checkpoint itself. It is in this way that the checkpoint
carries significant effects for the women’s lives beyond the checkpoint.
Conclusions
Our objective in this article has been to bring women to the fore of a discussion
of Israeli checkpoints in Palestine to understand better the ways that Palestinian
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women’s lives are affected by Israeli security infrastructure. As we have shown,
women’s daily routines, even as they do not regularly cross checkpoints, are inti-
mately tied to checkpoint time, in terms of delays and crowdedness, and the con-
ditions of crossing, in terms of exhaustion, anger and frustration. These
conditions, as we have further shown, pass between the checkpoint and the fam-
ily home. The discussion has thus built an account of checkpoints that: (1) situ-
ates women’s everyday lives in Palestine in the context of Israel’s military
occupation; (2) extends the temporality of checkpoints beyond waiting in queue
for ID checks and interrogation; and therefore, (3) enables an understanding of
the effects of borders beyond the immediate space of the border. By way of con-
clusion, we explicate the contributions of the research to wider geographical
scholarship—that is, a feminist perspective on geopolitical security infrastructure;
an integration of women into debates on occupation and time; and a connected
spatial extension of bordering from the checkpoint to home—before closing with
an articulation of further ways that research in Palestine and beyond can further
engage with the obscured effects of security infrastructure on women’s lives
under military occupation.
A main contribution of the article is to shift focus away from a state-centric
form of geopolitics and security (see Staeheli et al. 2004) to instead emphasise
the lives of the women by asking a deeper question at the centre of feminist
geopolitics formulated by Rachel Pain and Lynn Staeheli (2014:345): “how is inti-
macy wrapped up in national, global and geopolitical processes and strategising,
international events, policies and territorial claims[?]” Israel’s territorial claims and
concomitant spatial constriction of Palestinian life is most visible in its imposing
Separation Wall and network of checkpoints, sites that readily give themselves to
analysis of, for instance, security processes that dictate the temporal rhythms and
anxiety levels of colonised people. The research with Lamees and the Women’s
Group of Al-Walaja begins at the readily visible site of Checkpoint 300 and goes
beyond in a feminist geopolitical approach described by Jennifer Hyndman
(2007:36) as “traversing scales from the macrosecurity of states to the microsecu-
rity of people and their homes; from the disembodied space of neorealist geopoli-
tics to a field of live human subjects with names, families, and hometowns”.
Moving between these scales and attending to the first-hand experiences of
Lamees and others has enabled a foregrounding of important women’s issues in
precisely these terms, especially as their days are ordered around the responsibili-
ties of social reproduction. Towards a feminist geopolitics, therefore, the research
here articulates with prominent analytical themes of contingencies between global
and intimate spaces (Pain 2014; Pratt and Rosner 2012), (bio)political security
technologies and women’s bodies (Shalhoub-Kevorkian 2015) and the home as
an important site of “big ‘P’” (geo)politics (Brickell 2012:576).
A second and connected contribution to wider scholarship comes in the writing
of women into debates on temporality and occupation, or the notion of “occupa-
tion time” (Meneley 2008:20–21) where Israel’s security infrastructures dictate
daily and seasonal rhythms to “steal time” (Peteet 2017) from Palestinian people.
Nowhere is this more visible than in the space of the checkpoint itself where
occupation architecture and security staff impose the delays and unpredictable
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waiting—what Helga Tawil-Souri (2017) has documented as “checkpoint time”—
that affects all those who seek passage. As we have documented in this article,
however, the vast majority of those caught in the delayed crowds are men and
their very presence in the checkpoint rests on a concurrent presence of a woman
and child in the home. Women are consequently marginal to current discussions
of temporality and occupation—and especially so in relation to checkpoints. Our
specific contribution, therefore, is to attend to the gendered dimensions of occu-
pation time in the ways that the temporalities of the checkpoint extend into the
evenings of exhaustion/frustration and the days of, as many of the women put it,
“uncertain” and “emotionally difficult” waiting in the home. There is nothing
“slow” to this waiting, however: women’s time is filled by responsibilities that are
necessitated by an exacerbated uneven division of labour. Women’s time is “sto-
len” because they are left with no choice but to add a husband’s domestic tasks
to their own. That this draws attention to the home complements a third contri-
bution to geographical research where the extents of the border/checkpoint are
conceptualised as remote from the border itself (Amoore 2006; Balibar 2002;
Mezzadra and Neilson 2013). Situating the everyday lives of the women of Al-
Walaja in the context of Checkpoint 300, a distant 3.4 km away, discloses a ubiq-
uitous quality of the border—in terms of profiling, curtailed mobilities, induced
fear and so forth—that stretches into the village in ways described by prominent
figures such as Etienne Balibar (2002) and Nicholas De Genova (2013:1183): “the
border is effectively everywhere”.
Exactly how “effectively everywhere” the checkpoint is in Al-Walaja and similar
borderlands in Palestine and beyond is a question that remains open. The avenues
for further research to address this issue might bring together the idea that bor-
dering is less ubiquitous than “polymorphous” (see Burridge et al. 2017) to con-
sider not only how geopolitics shapes the home but also how geopolitics
“emerges from the home” and the people who live there (Brickell 2012:585). In
the case of Al-Walaja, the activities of the Women’s Group would present a key
site of such an emergence: its work to foment social unity by cultivating village
land and upcycling wood and plastic into furniture is agential, territorial, eco-
nomic, and poses gendered counters to the insecurity imposed by the colonial
state. Such collective action might thus constitute an emergent “alter-geopolitics”
by which people “thread connections in between and through and beyond the
state to weave their own security” (Koopman 2011:280) and therefore “refuse
the creation of geopolitical identity categories” (Smith 2009:198). A turn to emer-
gence, counters, refusals and so forth would also make the ethical move of recog-
nising Palestinian people’s lives beyond subjection, violence and suffering (see
Harker 2011:307) to instead document the always-present capacities of endur-
ance, negotiation and resistance even in contexts of elevated levels of precarity
(e.g. Harker 2012), hopelessness (e.g. Griffiths 2017a), vulnerability (e.g. Joronen
and Griffiths 2019a) and hyper-precarity (e.g. Hammami 2016). Women’s roles in
these contexts are prominent, as they are in a long history of anti-colonial strug-
gle (Peteet 1991; Richter-Devroe 2018; Shalhoub-Kevorkian 2009), and further
inquiry might explore and even facilitate contingent practices of coping, activism
and resistance even—and especially—where, as in the case we document here,
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state security infrastructure shapes women’s mobilities and participation in famil-
ial, cultural and economic life.
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Endnotes
1 Estimates vary on how many workers hold permits at different times: the Israeli human
rights organisation B’Tselem (2013) records 30,000 while the centre-left Israeli newspaper
Haaretz (2019) quotes 80,000.
2 This claim can be slightly qualified: some men acquire permits through corruption (on
both Israeli and Palestinian sides of District Coordination Offices) and so may not actually
be married with children. However, such cases represent a very small minority of the thou-
sands of male labourers who cross checkpoints daily. Due to the opaqueness of the permit
system (see Berda 2017), documentation on the married parent requirement is not made
available by the Israeli Civil Administration.
3 On agreement with the women involved in the study, all names in this article are pseu-
donyms.
4 We would like it on record that we intended to write a co-authored piece but neither
research assistant was interested in co-authoring this article.
5 See https://www.tellerreport.com/news/--the-palestinian-walaja-women----a-small-projec
t-tells-their-story-to-the-germans-.Bk1kwihVN.html
6 See https://www.grassrootsalquds.net/community-organizations/al-walajah-women%E2%
80%99s-club
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